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First of all, thank you for caring enough about 

the safety of  your local citizens that you not 

only stand at-the-ready to respond when the 

bell sounds, but to proactively engage in 

ensuring that families are protected with 

working smoke alarms before tragedy strikes. 

The goal of Get Alarmed Kansas is to provide 

installed smoke alarms FREE to any Kansas homeowner who needs 

one. We want EVERY Kansan protected by working smoke alarms.  

This handbook should provide you with much of the information you 

need to be successful as you partner with us in achieving this 

mission. If you have any questions whatsoever, please feel free to 

contact our office. 

Doug Jorgensen 

 FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL 



 OVERVIEW 

GOAL  

To provide smoke alarms and their installation (free of charge) to Kansas homeowners.   

OSFM will support fire departments and volunteers across the state with the installation and education of 

long- life sealed lithium battery powered smoke alarms. Regardless of income, race, or demographics we will 

work together to cover as much of the state as possible.  

RESTRICTIONS  

OSFM and its partners in the program cannot give away smoke alarms or hand them outΦ aŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 

ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǧŜǊƛŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 

ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƎƴ ŀ ǿŀƛǾŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ  

¶ hǳǊ ƻŶŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŀǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  

¶ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳ ŀǘ ƴƻ ŎƻǎǘΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

ƘŀǾŜ NO ŀƭŀǊƳ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ NO ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƭŀǊƳ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 10 ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΦ  

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ  

¶ h{Ca ƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƴǘŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŀƭŀǊƳǎΦ ά¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

Yŀƴǎŀǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜΣ ¢ƘŜ {ƳƻƪŜ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƻǊ !ŎǘΣ ом-мсн ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀƭƭ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊǎΦέ hǳǊ ŀƭŀǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ 

¶ h{Ca ƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŀƭŀǊƳǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀ ǝƳŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴΦ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƭŀǊƳǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀǎ 

ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŬǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘǎΦ wǳǊŀƭ 

ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 

ƘŜƭǇ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ YŀƴǎŀƴǎΦ  



 WHO CAN INSTALL ALARMS? 

It will be left up to the department, organization, etc. who you choose to install the alarm. They do not have 

to be firefighters or electricians.  They can be members of your local organizations, churches, clubs, or public 

safety figures. The installers must be willing to obtain the appropriate paperwork needed and represent the 

state and local organization in a professional manner. Installers will be responsible for providing fire safety 

education to residents so they will need to communicate effectively. 

 

You should make sure your installer is able to stand on a ladder, work a screwdriver, identify the correct 

alarm placement and be able to explain to the resident how the detector works and why. Also, discuss fire 

safety with the resident, especially if children and elderly live in the home.  

CƛǊŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

¶ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ǿƻǊƪǎ 

¶ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƭŀǊƳ 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ 

¶ IŀǾŜ ŀ ŬǊŜ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ Ǉƭŀƴ 

¶ LŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǘǿƻ ŜȄƛǘǎ 

¶ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŘǊƛƭƭǎ 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎΥ 

¶ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ   

¶ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ 

¶ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƭǳōǎ 

¶ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ 

¶ /ƛǾƛŎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ  



 INSTALLATION CHECKLIST 

Ä  Contact the resident and let them know when you will be arriving. 

Ä  Introduce yourself and explain why you are there. 

Ä  Provide release of liability form. 

Ä  Show the smoke alarm to the resident. Let them 

look at it and hold it. 

Ä  Identify the locations where they will be placed. 

Ä  Write the date of installation on the back of the 

alarm. 

Ä  Install alarm. 

Ä  Clean up any mess made, vacuum, sweep, etc. 

Ä  Explain and show how it works. 

Ä  Show how to test it. 

Ä  Discuss fire safety (escape plan, etc.) 

Ä  Verify local fire department information. 

Ä  Leave your name & phone number in case of 

questions or concerns. 

Ä  Return Installation & Liability form to 

kelly.ingold@ks.gov.  

mailto:kelly.ingold@ks.gov.


 INSTALLATION TOOLKIT 

The following is a list of tools that you will need to install the smoke detectors. 

Ä  Step ladder 

Ä  Flat-head & Phillips-head screwdrivers 

Ä  Drill 

Ä  Assortment of screws 

Ä  Permanent marker 

Ä  Paperwork  

o  Liability form 

o  nstallation form 

 

In addition to these items, you should also: 

Ä  Have their local fire dept. contact information 

Ä  Provide resident with brochures and prevention info. 

Ä  Educate resident on smoke alarm being installed 



 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q- I would like to hand out your smoke alarms at a booth our department is attending, is 

this acceptable? 

bƻΣ ŀƴȅ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƭŀǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƻŶŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƻǊΦ 

Q- I have three smoke alarms in my home but only one of them works properly, can I get 

two more installed? 

¸ŜǎΣ h{Ca ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƭŀǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƴƻƴ-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎΦ 

Q- How many smoke alarms can a Fire Department request? 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ŬƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƭŀǊƳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

Q- Can the Fire Department request more smoke alarms than needed to have on hand? 

¸ŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ 

Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  

Q- How will the smoke alarms be delivered to us? 

Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ  

ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ƳŀƛƭΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ǝƳŜƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ 

Q- I own an apartment complex, am I eligible to receive smoke alarms for my tenants? 

bƻΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Yŀƴǎŀǎ {ǘŀǘǳǘŜ ом-мсн ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǎƳƻƪŜ 

ŀƭŀǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΦ  hǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ  



 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES & INFORMATION 

¶ NFPA- www.nfpa.org/research/reports-and-statistics/fire-safety-equipment/smoke-alarms-

in-us-home-fires 

¶ Kidde- www.kidde.com/SafetyMadeSimple/Pages/FireFYIHome.aspx 

¶ Simplex Grinnell- www.simplexgrinnell.com/ENUS/SOLUTIONS/

FIREDETECTIONANDALARM/Pages/fire-detection-fire-alarm-simplexgrinnell.aspx 

¶ FEMA- www.usfa.fema.gov/campaigns/smokealarms/alarms/index.shtm 

¶ Safe Kids- www.safekids.org/fire 

¶ Burn Institue-www.burninstitute.org/fire-and-burn-prevention/fire-safe-kids 

¶ Life Safe-www.live-safe.org/tips/ 

¶ American Burn Association– www.ameriburn.org/ 

¶ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention- 

www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Fire-

Prevention/fires-factsheet.htm 

http://www.nfpa.org/research/reports-and-statistics/fire-safety-equipment/smoke-alarms-in-us-home-fires
http://www.nfpa.org/research/reports-and-statistics/fire-safety-equipment/smoke-alarms-in-us-home-fires
http://www.kidde.com/SafetyMadeSimple/Pages/FireFYIHome.aspx
http://www.safekids.org/fire
http://www.burninstitute.org/fire-and-burn-prevention/fire-safe-kids
http://www.live-safe.org/tips/
http://www.ameriburn.org
http://www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Fire-Prevention/fires-factsheet.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Fire-Prevention/fires-factsheet.htm


 THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTING PARTNERS! 


