Kansas Elevator Safety Advisory Board
Meeting minutes
April 16, 2025
Call to order:
Mark Engholm called the meeting to order at 10:00am

Present:
In person: Cole Haston, Senator Mike Petersen, Jarrod Mann, Julie Garcia-online, George Werth, Brent Snyder, Mark Engholm, Jacob Poteete, Todd Stanton-online, Representative Tarwater

Absent: Spencer Duncan

Guests:
Brenda McNorton, Bill VanAusdall, Jared Smith, Jessica Dunderdale

Old business

2. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Discussion held regarding whether a letter from Westside Christian Church should be attached to the official minutes.
Motion made by Cole to approve the minutes with removal of the letter; seconded.
Motion carried.

3. Elevator Registration Statistics

Jessica presented elevator registration data from October 2024 to March 2025.
Total registered elevators as of March 31, 2025: 8,295.
Expectation of increased renewals and new applications later in the year.

[bookmark: _Hlk200349525]4. Service Agreements Discussion

Concerns raised about confidentiality of submitted agreements due to public record laws.
Proposal to submit declaration letters instead of full agreements to address sensitive information.
Motion to form a subcommittee to further discuss and propose a recommendation:
• - Motion made and passed.
•- Members include Brent Snyder, Representative Tarwater, and Jacob Poteete. Scheduling to be coordinated by OSFM counsel, Jared Smith.

5. Compliance Engine and Deficiencies

Brenda McNorton shared issues regarding outstanding elevator deficiencies dating back to 2023 from Brycer/compliance engine.
Elevator companies may be unaware of unresolved deficiencies, especially after contractor changes.

New permissions now allow companies to view historical deficiencies in the Compliance Engine.
Efforts are ongoing to clean up outdated entries and ensure certificate accuracy.

6. Variance Request – Weld Properties / KC Lift & Elevator/Eudora

Summary: Requesting a variance to allow a 16-foot vertical platform lift, exceeding the 14-foot maximum allowed by Kansas code.

The platform lift is being installed in a renovated historic church.

Installing a code-compliant Lula elevator would significantly increase costs and require major structural changes. Manufacturer documentation supports lift capability up to 23 feet.
Concerns raised about setting precedent and proper usage (i.e., avoiding misuse of platform lifts in place of full elevators).

Motion: Motion to approve variance: Representative Tarwater Seconded: Jacob Poteete

After discussion, motion passed with a majority vote (one dissenting voice noted).


7. New Business

None officially brought forward.

8. Public Comment

Billy Taylor (National Elevator Industry, Inc.):
•	 - Requested participation in the subcommittee regarding service agreements.
•	 - Raised concern over mechanics performing inspections without clear state guidance.

Kevin Sullivan (Elevator Industry Work Preservation):
•	 - Expressed confusion over mechanics performing inspections on their own work.
•	 - Emphasized importance of separating testing and inspection responsibilities.

9. Clarification on Inspection Practices
Discussion held regarding proper interpretation of Kansas law:
•	 - Licensed mechanics may perform inspections but cannot inspect their own work.
•	 - Mark Engholm will issue a letter of clarification to address ongoing confusion.

10. Next Meeting

Date: June 11, 2025, same time 10am
Location: Same building and room for future meetings
 
11. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn approved at 11:06am
