
Compensatory Measures: 

Exis�ng buildings are allowed to remain in opera�on unless they have condi�ons considered “dis�nctly 
hazardous” to the occupants. A “dis�nctly hazardous” condi�on is generally defined as the lack of minimum 
exi�ng or other fire safety features that would not allow a speedy exit from a building.  

How to request a compensatory measure: 

When a “dis�nctly hazardous” condi�on is iden�fied by a Kansas State Fire Marshal inspector, the owner or 
operator must provide documenta�on to provide a proposed correc�ve �metable to correct the iden�fied 
problem, offer alterna�ve fire safety features believed to provide equivalent protec�on, or apply for 
compensatory measures. If you are going to apply for a compensatory measure, you must obtain a writen and 
stamped professional judgement from a Kansas licensed architect or engineer.  

Most common condi�ons: 

Tradi�onally the Office of the State Fire Marshal will consider a compensatory measure for the following three 
“dis�nctly hazardous” condi�ons in buildings:  

1) Non-rated stair enclosures for buildings without fire escapes from every room
2) Dead-end corridor exceeding distance specified for the occupancy type
3) No basement atmospheric separa�on from other floors

Most common compensatory measures: 

The Office of the State Fire Marshal will review and consider professional judgements from a Kansas licensed 
architect or engineer. However, the most tradi�onal compensatory measure is the installa�on of a complete or 
par�al smoke detec�on system. This concept is based on the automa�c early detec�on and no�fica�on of the 
occupants and their speedy evacua�on prior to the exit way being obstructed by smoke.  

These compensatory measures may be considered as providing an acceptable level of life safety for an exis�ng 
facility when all components (equipment, design, installa�on, and maintenance) meet or exceed NFPA 72 
requirements.  

The smoke detec�on system is typically acceptable when all of the following are provided: 

1) Smoke detectors are installed in the common atmosphere of the en�re exit path.
2) The system is designed and installed in accordance with Na�onal Fire Protec�on Associa�on
(NFPA) 72- the na�onal fire alarm code adopted in Kansas.
3) New equipment is powered from the building’s electrical power.
4) Plans of the new or modified system are submited to the Office of the State Fire Marshal for
review and acceptance.
5) System will be serviced, tested, maintained, and documented as required by standards or by the Kansas
Buildings Fire Safety Handbook (a minimum of an annual inspec�on and maintenance by qualified person or firm).

This acceptance is subject to a final inspec�on by an authorized representa�ve of the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal. 

In any case, it is the facility’s responsibility to ini�ate considera�on and to maintain copies of any suppor�ng 
documenta�on when accepted. 


