
The State of Kansas has approved the International Building Code (2006) as the guiding laws 
that deals with new, and changing, structures. It gives much guidance on what you should do 
with your facilities. Here are some key parts from the code: 
 
SECTION 303 

ASSEMBLY GROUP A 

303.1 Assembly Group A. Assembly Group A occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building 
or structure, or a portion thereof, for the gathering of persons for purposes such as civic, social or 
religious functions; recreation, food or drink consumption; or awaiting transportation. 

A-2 Assembly uses intended for food and/or drink consumption including, but not limited to: banquet 
halls, night clubs, restaurants, taverns and bars. 

A-3 Assembly uses intended for worship, recreation or amusement and other assembly uses not classified 
elsewhere in Group A including, but not limited to: amusement arcades, art galleries, bowling alleys, 
places of religious worship, community halls, courtrooms, dance halls (not including food or drink 
consumption), exhibition halls, funeral parlors, Gymnasiums (without spectator seating), indoor 
swimming pools (without spectator seating), indoor tennis courts (without spectator seating), lecture halls, 
libraries, museums, waiting areas in transportation terminals and pool and billiard parlors. 

Exceptions: 

1. A building or tenant space used for assembly purposes with an occupant load of less than 50 persons 
shall be classified as a Group B occupancy. 

903.2.1 Group A. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings and portions 
thereof used as Group A occupancies as provided in this section. For Group A-1, A-2, A-3 and A-4 
occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout the floor area where the Group 
A-1, A-2, A-3 or A-4 occupancy is located, and in all floors between the Group A occupancy and the 
level of exit discharge. For Group A-5 occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in 
the spaces indicated in Section 903.2.1.5. 

[F] 903.2.1.2 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-2 occupancies 
where one of the following conditions exists: 

1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (465 m2); 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 100 or more; 
or 
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than the 
level of exit discharge. 
[F] 903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-3 occupancies 
where one of the following conditions exists: 

1. The fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 m2). 

2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more. 

3. The fire area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge. 

Exception: Areas used exclusively as participant sports areas where the main floor area is located at the 
same level as the level of exit discharge of the main entrance and exit. 

[F]907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group A occupancies having an 
occupant load of 300 or more. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be 
provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy. 



Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where the building is equipped throughout with an 
automatic sprinkler system and the alarm notification appliances will activate upon sprinkler water flow. 

[F] 907.2.1.1 System initiation in Group A occupancies with an occupant load of 1,000 or more. 
Activation of the fire alarm in Group A occupancies with an occupant load of 1,000 or more shall initiate 
a signal using an emergency voice/alarm communications system in accordance with NFPA 72. 

Exception: Where approved, the prerecorded announcement is allowed to be manually deactivated for a 
period of time, not to exceed 3 minutes, for the sole purpose of allowing a live voice announcement from 
an approved, constantly attended location. 

Also, a reminder to check with your local jurisdiction to check if they have more stringent codes than 
2006 IBC. Also, a code footprint will have to also be included for any changes in the fire safety aspects of 
your facility. 

Also, for more information about what codes are required can be found by filling out our code 
consultation form and have an expert from our office to get back to you with the information. 

[F]907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group A occupancies having an 
occupant load of 300 or more. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be 
provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy. 

Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where the building is equipped throughout with an 
automatic sprinkler system and the alarm notification appliances will activate upon sprinkler water flow. 

 
For more information you can access the Code Consultation form on the State Fire Marshal’s 
website for more information. 
 
Code Consultation Form 
 
 

https://www.firemarshal.ks.gov/formcenter/facilities-17/code-consultation-form-84

