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CITIES OF THE THIRD CLASS 
 
15-1407. Department commissioners; powers and du-
ties. The mayor shall be, ex officio, the commissioner of 
the police and fire departments, and shall have under his or 
her special charge, and be responsible for, the enforcement 
of all city ordinances and police regulations of such city, 
and have general supervision over the fire department, shall 
have under his or her special charge the public parks and 
all property of such city, and shall have supervision over 
the health department of such city, and shall in conjunction 
with the commissioner of streets keep the streets, alleys and 
public grounds of such city in a sanitary condition, and 
shall enforce all rules and regulations necessary to this end 
and shall protect the health of the inhabitants of such city.  
      The board of commissioners shall, by a majority vote of 
all members thereof, designate from among their number 
one commissioner, who shall be known as "commissioner 
of finance, revenue, and waterworks," and lighting plant 
owned by said city, who shall have under his or her special 
charge the preparation of an annual budget, and the levy of 
taxes and the collection of all revenues belonging to such 
city, from whatever source the same may be derived, and 
the management of the finances of such city, and the con-
struction, maintenance and operation of any waterworks 
owned by any such city; and one commissioner, who shall 
be known as "commissioner of streets, alleys and public 
improvements," who shall have under his or her special 
care the supervision of streets and alleys, and the repair, 
construction and maintenance of sidewalks, bridges, and 
sewers, and all other public improvements not herein oth-
erwise provided for and shall have general supervision over 
the engineering department of such city, and the commis-
sioner shall also see that all contracts for public improve-
ments under his or her supervision are faithfully complied 
with, and that the conditions of all permits to excavate in 
the streets and alleys of the city and the grant of any fran-
chise or privilege are faithfully performed.  
      Said board of commissioners so constituted shall have 
control and supervision over all the departments of such 
city and to that end shall have power to make and enforce 
such rules and regulations as they may deem fit and proper 
for and concerning the organization, management and op-
eration of all the departments of such city, and whatever 
agencies may be created for the administration of its af-
fairs.  
      In case at any time the duties of any of said commis-
sioners shall be found to be excessive, said board of com-
missioners, by a majority vote of all the members thereof, 
may relieve said commissioner by assigning to some other 
member of said board, for a time to be by them determined, 
a portion of the work assigned by this act to said commis-
sioner; and said board may from time to time assign such 
further duties to each of said commissioners as shall be for 
the best interests of such city.  
History:   L. 1913, ch. 128, § 13; March 19; R.S. 1923, § 
15-1407.  
 

15-1601. Appointive officers; terms and compensation; 
vacancies. The board of commissioners shall appoint, for a 
term of one (1) year, by a majority vote of all the members 
thereof, the following officers, to wit: A city clerk, a city 
treasurer, a municipal judge of the municipal court, a city 
marshal-chief of police, and may appoint the following 
officers, to wit: A city attorney, a fire chief, and such other 
officers, assistants, and employees as they deem necessary 
for the best interests of the city; but no such officer shall be 
appointed until his or her term and salary shall have been 
fixed by ordinance. Such persons shall hold their respective 
offices until their successors shall have been appointed and 
qualified. In case of appointment to fill a vacancy, such 
appointee shall only serve for the remainder of the term for 
which his or her predecessor was appointed. The board of 
commissioners may retain a licensed professional engineer 
to act in the capacity of city engineer for specifically de-
fined duties, and provide for reasonable compensation for 
the services rendered.  
History:   L. 1913, ch. 128, § 20; R.S. 1923, § 15-1601; L. 
1959, ch. 83, § 4; L. 1967, ch. 90, § 15; July 1.  
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